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Nov. 2: In a statement read on radio stations in the evening, Haiti's nine-member electoral council
declared that 23 of the 35 men who had registered as presidential candidates were eligible. Among
the 12 associates of former dictators Francois and Jean-Claude Duvalier rejected as presidential
candidates were Lieut. Gen. Claude Raymond, retired, a former Chief of Staff under both Duvaliers,
and several other former army officers and Cabinet ministers.
Haiti's new Constitution bans key members of the family dictatorship from running for public
office for 10 years. In announcing their candidacies in mid-October, the Duvalier aides charged that
the Constitution was discriminatory and challenged the electoral council to try to enforce the ban.
The electoral council is responsible for organizing elections for president the first in 30 years , and
legislative elections. The first important date for the elections is Nov. 29, when Haitians will vote
on presidential candidates, narrowing the field to three or four contenders, and on candidates for
national legislative offices.
On December 20, citizens are to vote again for president among the candidates obtaining the
most ballots on Nov. 29, and for other national officeholders. A civilian president, a Senate and
General Assembly are to replace the army-dominated provisional government on Feb. 7, 1988. The
provisional government, headed by Gen. Henri Namphy. has been administering the country since
the younger Duvalier fled into exile on Feb. 7. Namphy disbanded the Tontons Macoute, the special
security force that carried out much of the Duvaliers' dirty work. But most of them were permitted to
blend into Haitian society and many are believed to still possess their weapons.
The large number of presidential candidates and complex voting procedures are expected to prove
frustrating for many in a population with an illiteracy rate of more than 80%. The remaining 23
candidates include several lawyers, clergymen and the head of the Communist Party in Haiti. In a
second statement, the electoral council announced that elections in the nation's 565 rural sections
and in 137 municipalities were being postponed from Nov. 15 until Dec. 20, partly because of a lack
of candidates.
Nov. 3: The national election headquarters in downtown Port-au-Prince was broken into and set
afire and gunmen sprayed machine-gun fire at a smaller election office, the office of a centrist
presidential candidate and the home of a Senate candidate. The army-dominated provisional
government of Henri Namphy has refused to provide protection or administrative support to
the electoral council. Alain Rocourt, head of the Methodist Church in Haiti and treasurer of the
nine-man electoral council, said that while flames swept through all three stories of the election
headquarters, destroying records and equipment, he thought it would still be possible to hold the
presidential elections as scheduled on Nov. 29. In spite of daily death threats, Rocourt said, "We are
continuing. We are carrying on."
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 8

LADB Article Id: 75702
ISSN: 1060-4189

Rocourt said the electoral council wrote to the provisional government on Oct. 16 and again on Oct.
26 asking for protection of its offices around the country and its members and that the government
did not even reply. "This shows the contempt the authorities have for the electoral council," Rocourt
told an AP reporter. Richard N. Holwill, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in charge of Caribbean
affairs, said in an interview from Washington with the New York Times that the US was encouraging
the provisional government to support the electoral council and provide "the needed security."
He said the electoral council had not notified the government that it was going to announce the
rejection of the candidacies on the evening of Nov. 2, "so they were not prepared."
Nov. 4: Several members of the Haitian electoral commission were in hiding after a second night of
arson attacks against election officials. Rocourt said, "We are in the midst of total insecurity." Nov. 5:
In the early morning hours, arsonists heavily damaged one of the main printing plants for producing
ballots. Thousands of tons of ballot paper were destroyed in the fire. The print shop was to print
30% of the election ballots. Canada has provided the paper and has been helping to coordinate the
printing.
After numerous requests from election officials for protection the army-dominated government
posted a single uniformed policeman with an M-1 rifle outside the church offices where the civilian
council organizing the elections was meeting today. It was the first meeting of the group since the
three-story election headquarters in Port-au-Prince was gutted. There have been three other arson
attacks, several incidents in which homes and offices of election participants have been fired on and
two raids on voter registration offices in which documents have been stolen.
Clovis M. Desinor, who served as chief financial adviser to the founder of the dictatorship, as well
as the 11 other rejected candidates have refused to accept the ruling against their candidacies, and
say they are determined to continue to run for president. At a news conference, Desinor repeated
accusations that the decision to disqualify him and the others had been dictated by a foreign
diplomatic mission, clearly referring to that of the US.
Nov. 6: Early this morning, the offices of two presidential candidates and the home of another were
sprayed with machine-gun fire. An unarmed private guard at the home of Gregoire Eugene, one of
the leading candidates, was shot in one leg. Election officials said five guards had been posted at the
temporary election headquarters and that a senior commander in the capital had been discussing
plans for providing further protection. In his first public appearance in weeks, Gen. Namphy
bestowed upon himself the formal title of Commander in Chief of the armed forces, but barely
mentioned the spreading terror.
Nov. 7: Arson and machine-gun attacks against election participants continue.
Nov. 13: In its first significant offer of logistical support, the provisional government said public
schools would be available as polling places. Candidates and election officials took this as a positive
sign, but noted that the government had still done virtually nothing to restore order and a sense of
security. The government has also failed to provide trucks, jeeps and its two helicopters to transport
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materials such a ballots and ballot boxes, and election officials said it appeared they would have to
try to rent vehicles.
Nov. 14: Haiti's elections council renewed an urgent appeal to the military government to provide
security for the Nov. 29 elections. Diplomats and human rights workers here say that agents of the
criminal investigation division of the national police and soldiers from two of the Army battalions
here are the perpetrators of most of the violence. At week's end, Rocourt said, the Finance Ministry
finally handed over the balance of $4.9 million in aid for the elections that the United States has
provided. US officials promised another $1.5 million for the elections at a meeting this week, Rocourt
said. That leaves a shortfall of about $3.4 million from a total budget of about $10 million that the
elections council developed with the finance minister and US officials at that meeting, he said.
Canada has provided ballot boxes and paper for the ballots. Computers donated by France were
destroyed in the elections office fire. The Finance Ministry has been cooperative, Rocourt said, but
he said that the governing council has not appropriated any of its own revenues for the elections.
Two weeks before Haiti's first presidential election in 30 years, the place designated as national
election headquarters is still under construction, telephone and radio communications between
regional voting offices have not been hooked up, and there is no plan for delivering ballots and
other voting materials to the more than 6,000 polling stations.
Since the original election headquarters was destroyed, the electoral council has been working in
a small conference room in the offices of the Methodist Church of Haiti, with secretaries and other
staff members scattered around the capital. Council members including lawyers, small-business
owners, and academics refer to such matters as "technical problems." What really worries them,
they said, is that they must bring off the elections and that the government is still ignoring their
pleas for protection from those trying to disrupt the elections.
Presidential candidates, rural church workers and foreign diplomats said they had found
enthusiasm for the elections throughout the country despite a campaign of terror and intimidation.
Attacks on election facilities diminished markedly this week and Haitians and diplomats said they
were puzzled, since the assailants had been operating with apparent immunity. Partly because of
damage inflicted on election facilities in the terror campaign and underestimations on a range of
expenses, the electoral council found this week that it needed about US$10 million rather than the $6
million originally expected.
On Nov. 13, the US, which had provided more that 80% of the first $6 million, gave another $1.5
million and said it hoped the remaining $2.5 million would come from other, unnamed international
donors. Several countries, including Canada and France, have contributed equipment and technical
advice, and diplomats said they thought it unlikely that the US and the others would permit the
elections to fail for lack of money.
Nov. 23: Another wave of violence swept through Port-au- Prince today. A major open-air market
was destroyed by a fire that appeared to be arson. Gunshots were fired at the national election
headquarters and at the offices of two presidential candidates, and the main elections office for
the capital district was sacked. Two main roads and the national highway heading north were
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blocked this morning with barricades of burning tires and rubble. One man was killed and two were
wounded in the market attack. For the first time in the past three weeks, attacks were carried out in
daylight. Many schools closed and by early afternoon most stores and businesses in downtown Portau-Prince were shuttered. The terror campaign had diminished in the last two weeks.
Although many important aspects of conducting the elections remained unresolved, fears that the
voting might have to be postponed had begun to fade. In some attacks the assailants shouted, "Long
live the army and down with the KEP," the Creole acronym for the national electoral council. The
same message suddenly appeared today in red letters on many walls in the capital. Those trying to
disrupt the elections have not been identified, but most Haitians and diplomats say they assume
they are people who benefited from the Duvalier dictatorships, mainly former members of the
Tonton Macoutes. A man who lives on the edge of the destroyed market, which covers an entire city
block, told the New York Times that he heard gunfire "like rain," wild shouts and "general panic."
But police in a post across the street told reporters they saw and heard nothing.
Nov. 25: Neighborhood defense groups lynched four men suspected of anti-election terrorism.
The anti-election violence that surged on Nov. 23 diminished considerably in the capital in
the subsequent two days, apparently as a result of roadblocks and patrols mounted by the
neighborhood defense organizations. Nonetheless, election officials said, gunshots were fired
outside the national election headquarters on the evening of Nov. 24, and gunmen shot and killed
a teen-age schoolboy this afternoon. An hour later, gunmen in a car killed a pregnant woman on a
sidewalk downtown and wounded another person. District elections offices on the north coast and
in central Haiti were set afire.
After weeks of virtually ignoring the anti-election violence, the provisional government issued a
statement this evening charging that the groups that have been referring to themselves as "vigilance
brigades" had aggravated the situation and that the government would not tolerate "groups or
associations substituting themselves for the armed forces." There have been few police on the
streets as the campaign to disrupt the elections has unfolded, and by this evening the government
still was not providing protection of the national election headquarters or the nine members of the
electoral council. Two of the men killed by the neighborhood groups have been identified as police
officers, one of them a member of a detective unit that has been accused of arbitrary violence by
some political leaders. The two other men were identified as employees of a private security agency
and apparently had not taken part in the anti-election terror.
Radio Metropole reported that 10 members of neighborhood groups had been arrested. No reliable
popularity polls have been conducted, but many Haitians and diplomats say that four men have
emerged as the front-runners among the 22 candidates. The four are Sylvio Calude, a Baptist
minister who was one of the best-known opponents of the Duvalier dictatorships; Gerard Gourge,
a lawyer and human rights activist; Marc L. Brazin, an economist and former senior official of the
World Bank, and Louis Dejoie, a millionaire businessman. Dejoie was forced into exile after his
father was defeated in Haiti's last presidential election, in 1957, by Francois Duvalier.
Marc-Antoine Noel, executive director of the Electoral Council, quoted a senior army officer as
saying that two helicopters the government had promised were ready, but that the army officer
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involved was "awaiting final instructions." The arrival of two other helicopters rented in Miami was
delayed.
The White House announced that President Reagan would send an official delegation to Haiti
to observe the Nov. 29 elections, to include members of Congress and representatives of labor,
education, churches and the law. Although administration officials foresee some logistical and
communications problems and acknowledge that there could be violence, they say that are
confident it will successfully narrow the field of candidates and set the stage for a definitive second
round of voting, scheduled for Dec. 20. The administration has taken pains not to publicly criticize
Namphy. While praising the administration for sending observers, Rep. Walter E. Fauntroy, one of
the observers and a founder of the Haitian Refugees Task Force of the Congressional Black Caucus,
chastised the administration for not criticizing the Haitian government more strenuously.
Nov. 26: Eight people were found shot to death on the streets of the capital after a night of patrols
by heavily armed government troops. The troops, who had remained in their barracks as an antielection terror campaign spread throughout the country, took to the streets after neighborhood
groups sprang up in Port-au-Prince and lynched four people, including two plainclothes police
officers. Gunshots and explosions echoed across the capital all night. It was impossible to determine
who was responsible for the killings, but nearly all the guns in the country, especially automatic
weapons, are in the hands of either the armed forces or former Tontons Macoute who are presumed
responsible for the anti-election violence.
At least two of the leading presidential candidates have ended their campaigning because of
the violence. Election officials said more than 72% of Haiti's 3 million people of voting age were
registered to vote. The National Conference of Roman Catholic bishops issued a statement
condemning the anti-election violence and telling Haitians it was their duty to vote. More than 30
teams of foreign observers are expected to monitor the elections, including an official delegation
and several unofficial ones from the US. There were still no government forces protecting election
headquarters or most of the election posts in the country.
Nov. 27: Gunshots echoed throughout the capital last night and early this morning, but for the first
time in a week there were no reports of killings or other violence aimed at disrupting the elections.
Roadblocks were set up near the town of St. Marc, where gunmen were demanding money and
promising to menace traffic through the weekend. To the south, in the city of Les Cayes, officials at
a branch of the nationwide Protestant broadcasting station Radio Lumiere said they had fended off
an arson attack. At the national election headquarters, election officials said that 90% of the voting
materials had been dispatched throughout the country and that most of the material had reached
the nearly 6,000 polling stations. Three of the eight people killed on the evening of Nov. 25 have
been identified as members of neighborhood defense groups.
On the evening of Nov. 26, fewer members of the security forces were on the streets, but even the
reduced presence was credited by some Haitians with inhibiting those who had been carrying
out pre-election attacks. But there has been no logical pattern to the attacks, and some said it was
possible that the assailants were merely taking a break. Nov. 28: The Electoral Council announced
this afternoon that it was postponing the polling in several towns because some vehicles delivering
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voting materials had been attacked, some ballot boxes had been stolen and some local election
officials had gone into hiding.
Election officials said it was not clear what percentage of the total vote was being postponed, but
they said five towns in the center of the country, two far to the south and one on the capital's
southern edge were affected. The army has now promised to provide security on Election Day,
and has suggested that it would provide a helicopter for the electoral council. But Marc-Antoine
Noel, the council's executive director, said that he was told the helicopter would not be available for
"technical reasons."
This morning, an army air force official, citing "security reasons," prohibited the council from using
two rented helicopters in support. The prohibition virtually assures that some remote parts of the
country will not receive ballots. Ballots have been printed for each of the candidates. In the capital
region and in the central plateau voters will have to consider about 80 ballots, including candidates
for the Senate and the House of Representatives. Ballots are printed in black ink without the colorcoding often used with illiterate populations. Each ballot contains a candidate's photo and his
party's symbol.
Nov. 29: Elections scheduled for today were officially postponed after generalized attacks on
voting stations, churches and radio stations in which more than two dozen people were killed.
(Later estimates indicated at least 34 persons had died.) More than 60 other men and women were
wounded, some of them in blasts of gunfire sprayed from the windows of speeding cars. Several
election officials and presidential candidates went into hiding. The final drive started at about 1 a.m.
on Sunday morning, with bursts of submachine gunfire, hand-grenade explosions and fires.
The capital district voting office, the headquarters of a labor union that was to be used as a voting
station and a gas station were burned down. A hand grenade ripped open the facade of Radio Haiti
International and a spray of bullets shattered windows at Radio Antilles International. Just outside
town, according to witnesses, 16 men in army uniforms destroyed the transmitter of Radio Soleil, the
influential Roman Catholic station that played a pivotal role in the fall of Jean-Claude Duvalier, and
knocked it off the air.
During the middle of the night, a half-dozen hand grenades were thrown at the front of the home of
Alain Rocourt, the treasurer of the electoral council. According to a daughter of Rocourt, a gunman
burst in the front door and unloosed hundreds of shots while she and her parents hid. Fifteen
minutes before the polls were scheduled to open, more than 40 armed men forced open the locked
doors of the Sacred Heart Roman Catholic church, where several dozen people were attending
early Mass. The gunmen smashed the altar with rocks, overturned furniture and beat old men and
women. The church courtyard had been designated as a polling place and it eventually managed to
open for a while. Three more churches, including the main cathedral, were attacked as well. When
some of the polling places began opening, the dull bark of heavy weapons reverberated across town.
As dawn broke, a few journalists started venturing out. By 7:30 a.m. they had counted 10 bodies
in the streets. At about 8:30 a.m., the marauders hit a voting station in a private school near the
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presidential palace. A pack of 50 or more men in civilian clothes set upon about 100 voters waiting to
cast their ballots and shot or slashed to death at least 15 men and women. Not satisfied with merely
disrupting the voting, the attackers chased down and brutally executed their victims. Word of the
attack spread quickly. Shortly before 9 a.m. word went out over local radio stations that the elections
had been called off. Journalists who tried to observe the violence were also chased with guns and
machetes.
One television cameraman from the Dominican Republic was killed. Two television crewmen for
ABC one Mexican, the other Salvadoran and a Haitian driver, were wounded and evacuated by
jet. The windows of several cars carrying journalists were shot out. In a statement telephoned from
a hiding place, Ernest Mirville, president of the electoral council, said the elections were being
postponed "to a later date." In Mirville's statement, he asked journalists to help inform national
and international opinion that the council was "unable to obtain from the competent authorities the
general security conditions demanded of honest and free elections." Within hours, the provisional
government disbanded the electoral council, stating that the council had "imperiled the unity of the
nation" and violated the electoral law, which the council itself had written.
In a nationally broadcast television address, Namphy renewed his pledge to turn over power to
a civilian government next February, but he gave no details. He accused the council of failing to
conduct its mission with "dignity, independence and patriotism." In an apparent criticism of the
US and other countries that had assisted the council with the elections, Namphy charged that the
council had invited "foreign powers to interfere in the internal affairs of the country." Washington
announced in the evening that it had suspended virtually all military assistance and economic aid to
Haiti.
In a statement, the State Department said it took the action in response to the action of Haiti's
provisional government in "dissolving the provisional electoral commission and abrogating all
electoral legislation." The suspension does not apply to humanitarian aid and military assistance
for anti-narcotics activities. Secretary of State George Shultz blamed supporters of Duvalier for
the violence and said he expected the balloting to be rescheduled. Larry Birns, head of the Council
on Hemispheric Affairs, a Washington-based advocacy group, said the administration bore some
responsibility for Sunday's events because it refused to threaten Namphy with a cutoff of aid if
he failed to keep order or help in the distribution of voting equipment. Rep. Stephen Solarz (DNY) suggested that if efforts to persuade the Haitian government to hold free elections fail, the US
should seek the cooperation of the other countries in the hemisphere to establish a regional peacekeeping force that would supervise elections.
Rep. Benjamin Gillman (R-NY), selected by Reagan to observe the elections, was barred from
entering the country by the Haitian government. He said he was barred because he signed a letter
along with 45 other lawmakers that "criticized the lack of government efforts to protect the civilian
population." In addition to Gilman, Rep. Walter Faunteroy (D-DC), and resident commissioner for
Puerto RIco Jaime Fuster (D) were also prevented from traveling to Haiti. Nov. 30: Security remained
high in Port-au-Prince, and few people were reported to have ventured into the streets to go to work.
Only one of the city's 13 radio stations was on the air. The New York Times reports that "finally,
after months of killing and terror attacks by unidentified gunmen, there was evidence that these
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people were working in concert with the armed forces, the institution that the US had counted on to
bring democracy."
Robert White, former US Ambassador to El Salvador, said that as an observer, he witnessed soldiers
cooperating with civilian thugs and was told by a clergyman about an attack carried out by soldiers.
There were many similar reports. "It seems clear to me," White said, "that there is a reciprocal
relationship between the military and the Macoutes." Even though the opponents of the elections
accomplished their objective, they are continuing their intimidation, presumably in hopes of
suppressing a reaction from millions of Haitians. There were few people in the streets in the heart of
the capital today, and as night fell scattered shooting was heard. The term "Macoute" has taken on a
broader meaning these days and is being applied to all of those in the minority that has been trying
to block democracy with the hope of preserving the social structure created by the Duvaliers. These
people are also often referred to as Duvalier loyalists. They benefited from a system of privileges but
many of them apparently despised the younger Duvalier. They do not discuss affairs in Haiti with
him and they do not want to see him make a comeback as supporters of Ferdinand Marcos hoped in
the Philippines.
Dec. 1: In an address to the Miami Conference on the Caribbean, Deputy Asst. Secretary of State for
Caribbean Affairs, Richard Holwill, said: "We are disgusted that the (Haitian) army failed in its duty
to protect the electoral process." He noted that Gen. Namphy had pledged to hold the elections at a
later date, and turn over power to a civilian government in February. "For the promise of elections to
be credible," he said, Namphy's government must "arrest quickly, prosecute diligently, and punish
severely those who struck this blow against democracy." Dec. 2: In a statement broadcast by Radio
Metropole, the nine members of the electoral council disbanded by Namphy on Sunday declared
that his decision was unconstitutional.
Council spokesman Rene Belance said the government may have to retreat in the face of Haitians'
anger, hinting at the possibility of another general strike similar to the one which took place in June.
Haiti's largest labor union, the Autonomous Council of Haitian Workers, announced its full support
for the electoral council and demanded that Namphy resign. Sylvio Claude, one of the leading
presidential candidates, recommended "total civil disobedience" if Namphy does not step down.
(Various reports, New York Times, AFP, AP)

-- End --
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